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PRESSURE 8-2018 will be the first meeting of this group after the adoption of the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial 
Declaration. In the light of renewed HELCOM commitments, the Meeting will be invited to discuss the ways 
of their implementation, as well as enhancing the implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. The Meeting 
will also discuss the remaining products of the PLC-6 project with an accent on pollution of the Baltic Sea by 
hazardous substances and the effectiveness of measures to prevent pollution of the marine environment, 
including elimination of HELCOM Hot Spots. The agenda of the Meeting also includes follow-up of the 
progress in implementation of the HELCOM Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter, the roadmap on 
underwater noise, and the use of the data on various environmental pressures on the marine environment 
in HOLAS II, etc. 

Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The Meeting is invited to adopt the agenda of the Meeting (document 1-1).  

Agenda Item 2 Matters arising from other HELCOM work 

The Secretariat will inform the Meeting of the outcomes of HOD 53-2017, HELCOM 39-2018 and HELCOM 
Ministerial meeting 2018 as well as other meetings relevant to the work of the Group. 

Agenda Item 3 Marine litter 

The Leading/co-Leading and contributing Contracting Parties are invited to provide updated information on 
implementation of the regional actions of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (last version as approved 
by PRESSURE 7-2017) to the Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 1 April 2018. 

The Meeting will be invited to approve the updated table to follow up implementation of the Regional Action 
Plan on Marine Litter. 

The Contracting Parties may also wish to provide additional information on national actions of relevance.  

The Meeting will be informed of the ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine litter 
(document to be submitted at a later stage).  

The Meeting will be informed on the status of project applications on marine litter where HELCOM is 
involved.  

PRESSURE 7-2017 considered the initial draft for a HELCOM Recommendation on abandoned, lost or 
otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 3-4), noted that the Workshop on implementation of 
the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter supported the initiative to elaborate the Recommendation, 
pointing out that many aspects of the Recommendation are under mandates of national fisheries and 
maritime authorities. Thus, the work will require national coordination with these authorities. It also requires 

http://helcom.fi/Documents/Action%20areas/Wastewater/Follow%20up%20of%20implementation%20of%20the%20RAP%20approved%20by%20PRESSURE%207-2017.pdf
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%207-2017-462/MeetingDocuments/3-4%20Initial%20draft%20of%20a%20HELCOM%20Recommendation%20on%20abandoned%2C%20lost%20or%20otherwise%20discarded%20fishing%20gear_ALDFG.pdf
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coordination with HELCOM groups Fish, Maritime and State & Conservation. PRESSURE 7-2017 agreed that 
the Contracting Parties will organize national consultations and inform by 17 November 2017 on their 
coordination position regarding the initiative to elaborate such Recommendation (Outcome of PRESSURE 7-
2017, para. 3.15-3.18). In view of this input the initial draft was submitted to FISH 7-2017 for consideration 
(document 7-1), where Denmark and Finland indicated that they were not in favour of developing a 
Recommendation at this point while Germany and Sweden did not yet have a clear position. The meeting 
took note of the comment by Poland that they can take a lead if there is general acceptance of the idea and 
that during the last meeting of HELCOM PRESSURE WG, the participants were informed that the MARELITT 
project is developing BATs and BEPs for the lost gear retrieval and that also both MARELITT and WWF Poland 
are ready to contribute into the development of the Recommendation. The meeting took note of a comment 
by LIFE supported by Denmark that a possible way forward could be exchange of information between the 
Contracting Parties on this issue, since there are many activities at the national level (Outcome of FISH 7-
2017, para. 7.1-7.3). Subsequently to FISH meeting, Sweden informed that they support the initiative in 
principle, and that there is a need to consider the added value of the recommendation in relation to other 
ongoing developments on the topic of marine litter, taking into account the existing legal frameworks and 
with the involvement of HELCOM Pressure and HELCOM Fish groups.  

The Meeting will be invited to discuss possibilities of working forward on this issue (document to be 
submitted later). 

Agenda Item 4 Underwater noise 

HOD 52-2017 agreed on the “HELCOM Input to the process of establishing environmental targets for 
underwater noise” pending the clarification of the study reservations by Germany and Russia. Germany has 
lifted their study reservation after providing specific comments to the documents and reaching an expert 
agreement on the document in HELCOM EN-NOISE on 16 August 2017. HOD 53-2017 noted that Russia 
needed some additional time to clarify their study reservation on the document. HOD 53-2017 clarified that 
if Russia lifts their study reservation the document can be considered as approved (Outcome of HOD 53-
2017, para. 3.1-3.2). The document has been submitted to HELCOM 39-2018 (document 3-5). 

HOD 52-2017 supported the national testing for establishing environmental targets for impulsive and 
continuous noise (decision support trees included as figure 2 and 3 of document 3-6 submitted to HOD 52-
2017), to be followed up by the HELCOM EN-Noise in coordination with OSPAR and the European work as 
proposed by GEAR (Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para. 3.23). The HOD agreed that the provision of examples 
on how the decision support trees can be applied and the comparison of the natural and anthropogenic noise 
level will be prepared by relevant HELCOM groups in the future development of the subject on underwater 
noise. The HOD agreed that the approach will be further developed in the future once more experience is 
gained through testing of the decision-support trees and more data becomes available. The HELCOM Fish 
Group and SEAL EG will be engaged, and cooperation with ASCOBANS on this topic will be established 
(Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para. 3.20-3.21). 

HOD 52-2017 supported GEAR’s proposal to complement the “HELCOM Input” with future steps and 
associated timetable. The Meeting will be invited to consider and agree on a proposal on this issue (document 
to be submitted at a later stage).  

The Meeting will be invited to take note of information on ongoing work of the HELCOM EN-Noise, presented 
by the Chair of the expert network. 

The Contracting Parties may wish to provide updated information regarding data reporting to the regional 
impulsive noise registry, which currently contains data reported by Denmark (2015), Estonia (2012-2016), 
Finland (2008, 2010-2011 and 2013-2016), Germany (2013-2016), Lithuania (2013 and 2016) and Sweden 
(2015-2016), whereas Poland has informed of being in the submission process (access to the registry).  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%207-2017-462/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%207-2017-462/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH%207-2017-478/MeetingDocuments/7-1%20Initial%20draft%20of%20a%20HELCOM%20Recommendation%20on%20abandoned%2C%20lost%20or%20otherwise%20discarded%20fishing%20gear%20(ALDFG).pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH%207-2017-478/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20FISH%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH%207-2017-478/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20FISH%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2053-2017-rev.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2053-2017-rev.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2039-2018-504/MeetingDocuments/3-5%20HELCOM%20Input%20to%20the%20process%20of%20establishing%20environmental%20targets%20for%20underwater%20noise.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/3-6%20Revised%20HELCOM%20Guidelines%20for%20establishing%20environmental%20targets%20for%20underwater%20noise.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/marine-data/data-portals/Pages/underwater-noise.aspx
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PRESSURE 6-2017 (Outcome of PRESURE 6-2017, para. 4.4) agreed on reporting annually to the registry of 
impulsive events, taking into account a later clarification by Russia. Russia may wish to clarify their position 
on this issue to the Meeting.  

Agenda Item 5 Physical damage to the sea floor 

Environmental pressure caused by dredging and depositing operations at sea is one of the pressures 
integrated into the Baltic Sea Pressure Index and Baltic Sea Impact Index. The indexes, which are being further 
developed through the HOLAS II projects, reflect the magnitude of human pressures and impacts on different 
ecosystem components, including benthic species and biotopes. 

PRESSURE 6-2107 expressed a concern regarding the use of the data on dredging and depositing at sea for 
the assessment of the sea floor integrity by HOLAS II and invited HELCOM EN DREDS to consider the data and 
methodology used for the assessment of the environmental pressure caused by this activity. The 
Recommendations by EN-DRED 3-2017 were considered by PRESSURE 7-2017. The Meeting requested EN 
DREDS to look into the definitions, especially on loss and disturbance effects for maintenance and capital 
dredging, as it now differs from those given in the related EU directive. The methodology used in the updated 
version of HOLAS II and conclusions of the EN DREDS 4-2018 will be submitted to the meeting by the 
Secretariat (document will be submitted later). 

The Meeting will be invited to consider and endorse the methodology. 

HELCOM Recommendation 36/2 recommends that the Contracting Parties follow the HELCOM Guidelines to 
report the national data on management of dredged material according to the Reporting Format of the 
HELCOM Guidelines. A draft analysis of reported data on handling of dredged material at sea in 2015 in 
accordance with the methodological document agreed by PRESSURE 5-2017 (Outcome, para 5.9) will be 
submitted to the meeting by the Secretariat. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider the draft analysis and endorse it for publication as Baltic Sea 
environmental fact sheets at the HELCOM WEB site. 

The Meeting might be invited to discuss other aspects of physical damage to the seabed within the group 
mandate. 

Agenda Item 6 PLC-6 scientific report 

The HELCOM PLC-6 Project started in 2013 and was planned to be closed in June 2018. PLC-6 project results 
consist of several products: Assessment of the progress towards maximum allowable inputs of nutrients 
(MAI); Assessment of progress towards country wise allocated reduction targets (CART); Evaluation of inputs 
of nutrients from different sources (source apportionment); Comprehensive assessment related to 
effectiveness of measures to reduce input of nutrients; Assessment of nutrients input by big rivers; 
Assessment of input of selected hazardous substances. Methodological background for all these products is 
given in the scientific report. PRESSURE 7-2017 took note of the information on the status and contents of 
the PLC-6 project and scientific repot and provided recommendations on the aspects which have to be 
discussed in the report.  

The Meeting will be invite to take note of the updated draft of the scientific report and provide further 
recommendations on its content. 

MAI CART OPER project. 

The project was tasked to facilitate the follow up on the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme through 
operationalization of the routine assessment procedures. The project’s ToR included development, testing 
and integration into software toolkit of the following modules: queries to the PLC databases; supporting tool 
for filling gaps in waterborne inputs; establishing a data set of annual net input of N and P; statistical 
evaluations of trends and fulfilment; time-series graphics and tables outputs.  

The Meeting will be invited to take note of the information on project implementation (document will be 
submitted by the project team), conclude on the achievement of the project goals and recommend the next 
steps to finalize the project. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%206-2017-431/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20PRESSURE%206-2017.pdf
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Public PLC Information resources. 

In accordance with HELCOM information strategy, all HELCOM data are to be publically available. Information 
compiled and produced by PLC-6 project includes: raw data reported by countries and stored in the PLC water 
database; data on airborne pollution supplied by EMEP and published at HELCOM and EMEP websites; 
assessment datasets elaborated by the PLC-6 project team; various maps based on the PLC data. PRESSURE 
7-2017 in general agreed to open access to the PLC database and to publish a number of maps illustrating 
land based sources of pollution of the BS marine environment. 

The Meeting will be invited to review a suggestion on public data on land based sources of pollution 
(document will be submitted by the Secretariat) and endorse their publication. 

Agenda Item 7 Measures to reduce nutrient loads 

PLC-6 evaluation of measures. 

Assessment of effectiveness of measures to reduce input of nutrients is one of the new PLC products included 
into the PLC-6 reports. The data on effectiveness of measures were collected through a questionnaire 
prepared by PLC-6 project team and RedCore DG. A draft report on assessment of effectiveness of measures 
and the potential nutrient reductions due to planned/new measures was considered by PRESSURE 7-2017. 
PRESSURE 7-2017 commented on the draft and suggested to submit the updated version of the product to 
PRESSURE 8-2018. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider and endorse the draft report on assessment of effectiveness of 
measures. 

EMEP report on evaluation of N emission reduction. 

PRESSURE 7-2017 welcomed the suggestion by Germany to utilize a project started by OSPAR to evaluate the 
effects of the nitrogen emissions’ reductions due to the implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol and the 
new EU NEC Directive (DIRECTIVE (EU) 2016/2284 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 
December 2016 on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants, amending Directive 
2003/35/EC and repealing Directive 2001/81/EC), to obtain estimates of potential reduction in atmospheric 
nitrogen deposition also for the Baltic Sea. The draft report has been circulated to PRESSURE group members 
for commenting. 

The Meeting is invited to endorse the EMEP report on evaluation of N emission reduction (document will be 
submitted by the Secretariat) for publication on the HELCOM WEB site. 

Assessment of nutrients input by big rivers. 

PRESSURE 4-2016 decided to include a pilot exercise on assessment of inputs of nitrogen and phosphorus 
from seven major rivers into the PLC-6 periodical assessment, noting that the input by these rivers contribute 
about 50% of the total input of nutrients and might be used for an assessment on the effectiveness of 
measures in the long-term perspective. HOD 53-2017 considered this PLC product and decided that the 
product should be further elaborated by the PLC-6 project team and endorsed by PRESSURE 8-2018 with a 
goal to submit the document to HOD 54-2018 for final approval. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider and endorse the updated draft of the report on assessment of 
nutrients input by big rivers (document will be submitted by the Secretariat). 

Integrated river basin management. 

Riverine input is dominating in the total input of nutrients into the Baltic Sea. Thus, the major potential to 
reduce nutrient loads is in the measures to reduce riverine input. This might be achieved through 
engagement of river basin management authorities to align national and international nutrient reduction 
requirements for river and coastal water with those to achieve the goals of the BSAP.  

The Meeting will be invited to discuss potential practical ways to engage the river basin authorities into 
implementation of the BSAP goals and relevant SDG goals and strengthening international cooperation in the 
river basin management. 
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Management of Baltic Sea internal nutrients reserves. 

Large amounts of nutrients have accumulated in the Baltic Sea during the past decades due to anthropogenic 
activities, resulting in an enhanced internal flux of nutrients between sediments and sea water thereby 
exacerbating eutrophication. HELCOM HOD 52-2017 (Outcome, para 3.24) decided to organize HELCOM-
EUSBSR Workshop on internal nutrient reserves 28-29 November 2017 in Gothenburg, Sweden.  

The Meeting will be informed on the major outcomes of the workshop and other relevant documents and 
invited to discuss further actions in relation with potential measures to manage nutrient reserves at sea. 

Other sources of nutrients to the Baltic Sea. 

The Meeting will be invited to discuss the other potential sources of nutrients into the Baltic Sea such as 
phosphogypsum stacks, fertilizer transportation etc. 

Agenda Item 8 Nutrients recycling 

Further steps towards regional nutrient recycling strategy. 

PRESSURE 7-2017 took note of the presentation by the Chair of Agri group, Ms. Tarja Haaranen, with 
background information to support the development of a Ministerial decision on a HELCOM nutrient 
recycling strategy and supported the suggested background document. PRESSURE 7-2017 also suggested 
specific themes which might be reflected in such regional document.  

The Meeting will be informed on the recent progress towards the nutrient recycling strategy (document will 
be submitted by the Secretariat) and invited to further discuss the content of the document and the working 
plan.  

Agenda Item 9 Hazardous substances 

PLC-6 product 

The assessment of input of selected hazardous substances is one of the PLC-6 products. It is based on data 
on riverine inputs of heavy metals reported by the Contracting Parties to the Helsinki Convention in 
accordance with the PLC Guidelines. The product also integrates summaries from EMEP annual reports to 
HELCOM on airborne input of heavy metals and selected persistent organic compounds. An outcome of the 
survey organized by HELCOM Pressure group in order to reveal organic substances and micropollutants of 
high concern is also included into the chapter. PRESSURE 7-2017 considered the draft assessment of input of 
selected hazardous substances and provided feedback on the draft. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider an updated draft of the assessment of input of selected hazardous 
substances and endorse the document for submission to HOD 54-2018 for adoption. 

Collecting information on hazardous substances – questionnaires. 

PRESSURE 3-2015 agreed that existing HELCOM priorities on hazardous substances had to be revised. 
Countries also agreed that the revision should start in 2018. Meanwhile, information on data availability and 
national priorities in relation to input of hazardous substances should be collected. The questionnaires on 
national priorities were prepared and responses by countries collected and analyzed. Based on the collected 
information PRESSURE 5-2016 identified nonyl-phenol, octyl-phenol and PFAS as priority substances for 
riverine input and nonyl-phenol, octyl-phenol, heavy metals and pharmaceuticals were identified as priority 
micropollutants in effluents of WWTP. PRESSURE 7-2017 endorsed in principle the templates for collection 
the data on micropollutants and riverine inputs of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).  

Compiled data will also be used for the implementation of the HELCOM action on micropollutants in WWTP 
effluents, PLC-7 project products. 

The Meeting will be invited to endorse the templates and agree on the reporting procedure, timeline and 
further procedures of the reported data compilation, processing, and use.  
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Suggestion on an update of the Recommendation on antifouling paints. 

PRESSURE 7-2017 was informed on outcomes of the projects Hull Detox and CHANGE presented by Sweden. 
The aim of the projects is to reduce the use and presence of harmful antifouling systems on recreational 
craft. The latest HELCOM Recommendation 20/4 antifouling paints containing organotin compounds was 
adopted in 1999. 

The Meeting will be invited to consider a need to update the recommendation and identify the scope of the 
update and feasible timeframe for such work (document might be submitted jointly by Finland, Germany and 
Sweden). 

Pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea - next steps towards outlining the problem – new HELCOM indicator. 

PRESSURE 7-2017 considered draft HELCOM pre-core indicator on diclofenac utilizing data compiled for the 
Status report on pharmaceuticals as the first outcome of the HELCOM Correspondence Group on 
Pharmaceuticals (CG PHARMA). PRESSURE 7-2017 endorsed the indicator in general and agreed to report 
available data on diclofenac to update the indicator.  

The Meeting is invited to consider and endorse an updated version of HELCOM indicator on diclofenac 
(document will be submitted by the Secretariat). 

Questionnaire on the use of pharmaceuticals in veterinary 

The use of pharmaceuticals in veterinary was identified as one of the knowledge gaps by the Status report 
on pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea. That is why, compilation of relevant information was included as one 
of the topics into the working plan of CG PHARMA. This theme was also included into the cooperation plan 
with PA Hazards and its flagship project CW Pharma adopted by PRESSURE 7-2017. A questionnaire to 
compile information on sales and utilization of pharmaceuticals in veterinary was elaborated by CG PHARMA 
in cooperation with CW PHARMA project as a first step of implementation of the cooperation plan. 

The Meeting is invited to consider the questionnaire, endorse it and agree on the reporting procedure. 

Agenda Item 10 Progress in PLC-7 project 

HELCOM PLC-7 project was approved by HOD 51-2016. The overall objective of the project is to follow up 
implementation of HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme through regular update of pressure indicator report 
on progress towards fulfilment of Maximum Allowable Inputs of nutrients (MAI) and an assessment of 
progress towards implementation of Country Allocated Reduction Targets (CART). Nonetheless, PLC-7 
assessment has also a specific focus on source apportionment and effectiveness of measures to reduce input 
of nutrients and selected hazardous substances. PLC-7 assessment will be made in 2019 based on the 
monitoring data from 2017, which will also serve those Contracting Parties that are EU Member States for 
their next generation river basin management plans under WFD in 2019/2020.  

The expected results are: 

• The PLC assessment data set based on annual and periodic reports of water- and airborne inputs of 
nutrients and selected hazardous substances from 1995 to 2017 (periodic for 2017); 

• The updated HELCOM Core Pressure Indicator on nutrient inputs (update of MAI fulfilment follow-
up) covering data from 1995 to 2017; 

• Updated scientific report on follow up progress toward national reduction targets for nutrients, CART 
follow-up assessment, covering data from 1995 to 2017; 

• A thematic report on sources of nutrients; 
• A thematic report on effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrients inputs to the Baltic Sea; 
• A thematic report on input of hazardous substances; 
• Executive summary of Seventh Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-7) including policy 

messages (also on CART); 
• A report on intercalibration on heavy metals and nutrients between at least 1-2 laboratories from 

each Contracting Party conducting chemical analysis; 
• Updated PLC guidelines on nutrients and selected heavy metals, including updated statistical 

methodologies used for PLC and MAI/CART assessments. 
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PLC-7 project has been launched in June 2017. Two project meeting has been organized since launching of 
the project. Currently, in accordance with the project implementation plan, the main project activities are 
update of the PLC-Water Guidelines and intercalibration. The project also follows up annual PLC data 
reporting. 

The Meeting will be invited to take note of the PLC-7 progress report (document will be submitted by the 
Project manager) and provide guidance regarding the themes to be considered by the project 
implementation group. 

Agenda Item 11 HELCOM hot spots 

The list of significant pollution sites around the Baltic Sea – HELCOM Hot Spots – was established in 1992, as 
a part of the Baltic Sea Joint Comprehensive Environmental Action Programme (JCP, 1992-2013). Ministerial 
Declaration 2013 committed the aim to eliminate HELCOM hot spots by 2018. As it stands at January 2018, 
almost three quarters of the Hot Spots, 118 out of 162, have been deleted from the list. 

The countries are invited to submit to the Meeting information on the hot spots to be deleted from the list. 

The countries are also invited to inform on the potential to delete remaining national hot spots.  

Krasnyi Bor toxic landfill 

The landfill remains one of the hot spots on the HELCOM list. PRESSURE 6-2017 took not that NEFCO in 
cooperation with UBA Germany is coordinating activates on international support of the measures 
undertaken by Russia to minimize current environmental risk posed by the site with the final goal to eliminate 
the landfill from the HELCOM hot spot list.  

The Meeting will be invited to take note of the information on recent development at the landfill and progress 
achieved measure to protect the landfill against any extreme weather events, verification of the monitoring 
programme, communicate with public society and other relevant issues. 

Agenda Item 12 Progress in implementation of the BSAP and HELCOM Recommendations: 
updates and revision 

The HELCOM report “Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – three years left to reach good 
environmental status” focuses on the implementation of agreements in HELCOM in comparison with the 
results of the first version of the “State of the Baltic Sea” report. It covers the actions agreed in the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan (BSAP) and HELCOM Ministerial Declarations in 2010 and 2013.  

The Meeting will be invited to discuss the ways how to strengthen implementation of the BSAP goals to reach 
them by 2021.  

Municipalities and BSAP 

PRESSURE 7-2017 took note of the overview on involvement of municipalities in the implementation of the 
HELCOM Baltic Sea Action plan (BSAP) and on the support to initiatives to involve municipalities into the 
implementation in some countries. PRESSURE 7-2017 also invited national HELCOM representatives to 
actively participate in events with involvement of municipalities in order to provide guidance on HELCOM 
priorities.  

The Meeting will be invited to take note of the progress achieved in involvement of municipalities into the 
implementation of the BSAP.  

Agenda Item 13 Election of Vice-Chair(s) 

HELCOM PRESSURE 7-2017 postponed the election of Vice-Chair(s) to this Meeting. 
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The Meeting is invited to elect Vice-Chair(s) of the Pressure group for the next two-year period. 

Agenda Item 14 Future work and meetings 

The Meeting is invited to agree on the main issues to be dealt with in the next meeting of the Group 
(PRESSURE 9-2018) to take place on 8-12 October 2018 in Riga, Latvia. The Meeting is also invited to agree 
on a tentative date of the tenth meeting of the group as well as to consider the possibility to host it. 

Agenda Item 15 Outcome and closing of the Meeting 

The draft Outcome will be prepared by the Secretariat for consideration and approval by the Meeting. The 
final Outcome, incorporating corrections by the Meeting, will be prepared by the Secretariat in consultation 
with the Chair of the Meeting. 
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